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Fifty-eight years of  preserving the past for the benefit of  the future.

While the history of the American Civil War (1861-1865) itself is a little too complex to tackle in a short article, 
I have recently been exploring the collections here at the historical society, and have come upon some interesting 
documents from the era.  A number of men from Mattapoisett served during the war, the names of which were 
compiled by the Mattapoisett Improvement Association in 1904.  The town was well represented, and appears to 
have furnished its quota of enlisted men with little trouble.  According to the Improvement Association records, a 
total of 180 men from Mattapoisett served in the army and navy throughout the war. 

Many of these men were stationed far from home, and letters 
were important links to their families and friends. Up until the 
mid-19th century, postage was charged by the sheet and most 
letters were merely folded and sealed with wax.  However, 
a change in postal rates – to a flat fee of 3 cents for up to 
half an ounce – caused envelopes to surge in popularity, and 
creative printers began selling envelopes with a myriad of 
designs and decorations. During the Civil War, both Union 
and Confederate envelopes were produced, but the bulk of 
surviving examples are from the North.

The Historical Society houses several of these envelopes (CW-22, Env. 20, Document Box 2-B), and they serve as an 
example of one of the ways in which patriotism (and propaganda) were expressed. The majority of these envelopes 
were designed to appeal to the nationalism of the Union’s supporters and to encourage solidarity with the Northern 
cause.  Fig. 1 depicts an image in which the flag features prominently, along with the words “Washington via 
Baltimore”.  The caption is a reference to attacks made by Confederate supporters on federal troops as they marched 
through Baltimore in the early days of the conflict. Similarly, the envelope in Fig. 2 shows a red-, white-, and blue-
clad woman, in this case representing the state of Virginia, shooting herself with a cannon that is labeled “secession”. 
The message here is clear – Virginia has made a mistake by joining the Confederacy. 

Others were more overtly critical and aggressive in their 
villainizing of the Confederacy, its leaders, and slavery. Fig. 3 
displays a simple envelope with a clever play on words. War 
bonds were an important source of funding for the confederate 
states during the conflict, and the artist here has shrewdly 
played to Northern anti-slavery sensibilities by suggesting that 
true “Confederate Bonds” are in reality the shackles of slavery. 

Fig. 4 shows the most violent and straightforward of the images 
in the MHS collection. Here Jefferson Davis, president of 
the Confederate states, is portrayed having been hanged.  The barrel of whiskey suggests that he was a drunkard, 
a common theme for Union depictions of Confederate leaders.  This envelope illustrates the seriousness with 
which people in the North – and, presumably, Mattapoisett – took the conflict, and how Southern leaders were 
vilified.  However, other envelopes represent a slightly lighter take on the war.  In Fig. 5 we see a boot labeled “A.L.” 
(Abraham Lincoln) connecting with the rear end of a person labeled “J.D.” (Jefferson Davis).  The caption suggests 

that either Lincoln is going to leave his mark on Davis, or that 
Davis is Lincoln’s target. While the essential message is the 
same – victory over Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy – the 
difference in tone between these two envelopes illustrates the 
breadth and variety of the envelopes being produced.

Most of these designs are upbeat, optimistic, and have a sort of 
plucky attitude that represents public sentiment in the North 
during the early years of the Civil War.  As the conflict dragged 
on, however, production was stopped on most of these 
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Figure 1: Washington via Baltimore

Figure 2: Virginia begins the War

Figure 3: Confederate Bonds
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elaborately decorated envelopes, as resources and spending 
money became more limited.  The pomp of the early patriotic 
images contrasts sharply with a more conflicted view of events 
as expressed in letters written to some Mattapoisett residents 
in the later years of the war. George Pierce wrote several letters 
to an unidentified Mary, in which he gives a firsthand account 
of tensions among soldiers approaching the 1864 presidential 
election:

“There is not much news to write but there is some 
excitement going on in camp now about the Presidential 
election.  But the soldiers all want McClellan for President, that is most of them. There was a fight today in camp 
between the Lincoln men and the McClellan men, but the McClellan men came off best.  It was a regular knock 
down.” (10/18/1864, L-GP-74, Document Box 6A)

This account suggests that confidence in Lincoln was waning, at least among some of the soldiers, and that tensions 
were high.  Lincoln’s opponent, George McClellan, was a general and popular with the troops, but was nevertheless 
soundly defeated in the election.  While it seems that most Northerners supported the war, there were still those who 
felt uncomfortable with the conflict.  Writing to Hattie LeBaron from Barbados, Alfred Crosby, a sailor, expresses 
distaste:

“It makes me feel very badly to hear such sad news from home 
about the war, ‘tis awful to think about. Such a sacrifice of life and 
all for [nothing] but I guess I won’t say any more on the subject 
for I know that my views are entirely different from yours and my 
other friends in Matt. How it makes one feel to hear our country 
slurred by foreigners, the country that was once our pride and the 
envy of the whole world.” (04/22/1863, L-A-22, Document Box 
6A)

In another letter to Hattie, Crosby observes that he’d rather “fight 
whales than Southerners” (09/28/1863, L-A-23, Document Box 

6A).  Crosby’s account demonstrates that, while many supported the war and its goals were generally seen as noble and 
righteous, others were more critical in their views.  In another Mattapoisett account Andrew Dexter describes how the 
fighting took its toll on the Confederate soldiers as well:

“we took the house and 27 prisoners – they were a looking set of devils – I tell you they said that they was glad 
that we took them for they was tired of this war – they said they did not want to fight any more” (04/27/1863, 
L-AD-15, Document Box 6A)

These letters and envelopes demonstrate how perceptions of the Civil War shifted during the progression of the 
conflict. Mattapoisett seems to have more-or-less followed the trend of the rest of the northeast.  The early days of 
the war were characterized by a hopeful, optimistic, and patriotic attitude, but after several years of fighting and 
a struggling economy, some began to question its efficacy and necessity. Fortunately, in 1864 the Union secured 
some important victories, and by the beginning of 1865 it was over.  By that time, however, the war had claimed 
approximately 750,000 lives, half of the country’s infrastructure was in ruins, and it would be decades until the nation 
recovered.  

The Holiday Fair
                                             by Maureen McCarthy

On a bright December Saturday morning the 2nd  annual Mattapoisett Historical 
Society Holiday Fair opened.  A total of 15 vendors provided us with an amazing variety 
of holiday items – both large and small.  Our fair featured art, bookmarks, sea glass 
gifts, repurposed clothes, organic food products, and goat cheese, along with books, tote 
bags, sweatshirts, jewelry, photography, healing salves, and a variety of miscellaneous 
items.  

The Museum was decked out with wreaths and a large red banner.  Shoppers enjoyed 
Christmas music, coffee, and cookies to help put them into a “buying” mode.  The 
vendors appeared pleased with their sales and all expressed an interest in participating in 
2016.  The Historical Society certainly appreciated the vendors and all the shoppers who 
came by.  See you next year!

Figure 4: Jeff Davis. Taken from life.

Figure 5: His Mark
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Curator’s Corner
by Jeffrey Miller

As this is my first Curator’s Corner, and indeed my first Crow’s Nest, I would like to begin by expressing my thanks and 
gratitude to everyone at the historical society and in Mattapoisett for their warm welcome and friendly reception. My 
first few months here have been at times hectic, always fun, and – above all else – a learning experience. I hope to learn 
much more about the town and its history, however, so I would also like to invite everyone to stop by and say hello, 
particularly if you have interesting historical tidbits, stories, or objects to share!

Now down to business. It has been fairly quiet in the museum 
over the holidays, but we are starting to get into gear to prepare 
for the summer (and it can’t come too soon!)  Check the 
calendar for our upcoming events.  We have also received a 
few acquisitions of note recently. Betsy Ose kindly donated 
a wonderful 19th-century baby carriage in memory of her 
parents, Arlene C. Dexter and William Nye Dexter.  It is 
in great shape and was meticulously restored by Arlene and 
William in the 1960s.  Ruth Souza also gave the museum a 

beautiful china teacup and saucer with images depicting the Mattapoisett Casino and the Arch Bridge.  These items will 
make a great addition to the collection, so thanks again to the donors!

Thank you, Peter Mello
by Jennifer McIntire

“Good morning, Shipyard Park! Exactly different, every day” is an artistic 
photography book created by Peter Mello to support the Mattapoisett 
Historical Society. Peter printed a limited edition of only 101 copies of this 
34-page self-published soft cover book.  Each book includes a 5” x 5” seasonal 
photograph in a limited edition of 25 printed on high quality artist stock.

In addition to Peter’s beautiful morning images, the book contains an 
interesting historical essay by Seth Mendell, President Emeritus, about the 
shipyards that once built schooners and whalers in the waterside area that is 
now the park.  This article is illustrated with old images of the park from our 
extensive photograph collection.  For every book sold, Peter donated $10 to 
help preserve Mattapoisett history and the books sold out in a flash!  Thank 
you, Peter, for being such a dedicated and supportive member of our Society.

Community Preservation Act 
Supports Mattapoisett Historical Society

by Jennifer McIntire
 
Thanks to funding from the Community Preservation Act  we are implementing best practices that are essential to the 
conservation of our collection and will make research easier for one and all.  The Community Preservation Commission 
(CPC) project started with maps, charts, blueprints, designs, and other large sized documents in November 2014.  
These were flattened, processed, and put into a new flat-file storage system.  Newspaper and magazines were next to be 
processed and added to storage. 

Lenora Robinson (our archivist) is industrious and hardworking.  
She is busy sorting, photographing, and cataloging a large file 
cabinet of Charles Mendell’s research and personal papers.  Much of 
Charles’ research focuses on whaling/merchants out of Mattapoisett.  
She has made many interesting discoveries ranging from old family 
correspondences dating from the mid-19th century (some touching 
on the Civil War and “Miner 49’ers”) to photographs related to 
Mattapoisett’s centennial celebration in 1957. 

The Society applied for a third round of grant funding from the 
CPC to continue to archive our collection of books, newspapers, 
scrapbooks, journals, logbooks, photographs, and audiovisual 
materials. If we earn the next round we will also be able to make the 
cataloged portion of the collection available online.

Follow us on Facebook!

Be informed 
about all our 
upcoming 
museum 
events! 
      

https://www.facebook.com/Mattapoisett-Historical-Society-517321064968756/
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Calendar of Events

Trivia Night
Wednesday, March 2     7:30 pm
Join the Mattapoisett Historical Society and The Inn on Shipyard Park for an evening of knowledge and fun on 
Wednesday, March 2 at 7:30 pm.  Bring your friends to support the Mattapoisett Historical Society and test your 
familiarity with the trivial facts of Mattapoisett.  Prizes will be awarded.  

Collaborative Movie Night
Sunday, April 3     7:00 pm
The Mattapoisett Historical Society, the Sippican Historical Society, the Rochester Historical Society, the Freetown 
Historical Society and the Wareham Historical Society are teaming up to bring the movie Peter & John to the Tri-town 
community.  Kingdom County director, Jay Craven created a screenplay he adapted from Guy de Maupassant’s 19th-
century seaside novel, Pierre et Jean.  The book introduced intense psychological complexity into its naturalistic depiction 
of a family brought to the breaking point through startling revelations.  Peter & John is set in 1872 Nantucket, after the 
demise of the whaling industry, before the rise of tourism, and in the wake of the still-reverberating Civil War.  Here is a 
link to a trailer for the film: http://kingdomcounty.org/portfolio-items/peter-john/

Your Story: Open Mic, Stories, Songs and Poetry
Sunday, April 10     4:00 pm
Inspired by the tradition of poetry slams and the recent appearance of The Moth at the Zeiterion Theater in New Bedford, 
the Mattapoisett Historical Society invites you to our own open mic event.  Members will tell stories, share poetry, and 
sing. Maybe you will be inspired to jump up and grab the mic.  Refreshments will be served. 

MHS Yard Sale
Saturday, June 4     8:00 am 
On Saturday, June 4 starting at 8:00 am the Mattapoisett Historical Society will host a yard sale on Baptist Street.  There 
will be a variety of items for sale, from collection duplicates, furniture, Presto Press, etc.  We welcome donations of small 
household items. Call or email if you have a box of items you would like us to pick up (508-758-2844 or mattapoisett.
museum@verizon.net.)  Come buy a treasure and support the Mattapoisett Historical Society acquisition fund! 

The Great Community Picnic
Thursday, August 4     6:00 - 9:00 pm 
Join the Mattapoisett Historical Society and the Mattapoisett Land Trust for The Great Community Picnic at Munro Park 
(west of the town wharves).  We will provide tables, chairs, table clothes, cash bar, and music.  Bring your own picnic, 
utensils, and plates.  Creatively transform your table with flowers, napkins, etc.  Tables will be sold for 4 ($80), 6 ($120), 
and 8 ($160) diners.  Buy a table and invite your friends or get your friends to pitch-in ($20 per diner.)   It will be a fun 
and memorable event for the community.   The Historical Society & the Land Trust will be selling tickets throughout the 
summer. Space is limited – buy a table while they last!  Rain-date: August 11. 
         

Support Your H i storical  Society
The Mattapoisett Historical Society is a not-for profit 501 (c) (3) educational institution, chartered in 1958. 
The Historical Society relies on private funding to support its mission. Donations through the Annual Appeal, 
membership and additional funding supports a wide variety of Programs and activities for schools, families, adults 
and children, engaging exhibits which explore Mattapoisett’s culture and 
history, and the care and maintenance of the museum’s collections. 

The Society is supported through the generosity of individuals, families, 
foundations and businesses who wish to help us Preserve the Past for the 
Benefit of the Future.  In addition to being a member, please consider other 
ways you can support our efforts:
Memorial Gifts or Contributions in Honor:  Mark an anniversary, a 
passing, or honor a loved one with a donation to the Historical Society
Bequests:  Naming the Mattapoisett Historical Society as a beneficiary in 
your will will leave an enduring legacy for the future.
Corporate Matching Gift Programs:  Please check with your employer to 
see if they offer a matching gift program.
Business Sponsorships:  We offer many ways for local businesses to 
sponsor the Historical Society and its efforts.  

Odd Objects
Do you know what this is? 

The answer can be found on the last page.

http://kingdomcounty.org/portfolio-items/peter-john/
mailto:mattapoisett.museum@verizon.net
mailto:mattapoisett.museum@verizon.net


Odd Objects

Answer: A Victorian-era inkwell. 

The porcelain “snail” rotates to open and
close, keeping the ink clean and preventing 
it from drying out.

Membership
We offer several types of membership opportunities including:

Annual Individual Membership•	  .................$35
Annual Family Membership•	  .......................$50
Annual Student, Senior•	

           or Military Membership ........................$20
Life Individual Membership•	  .....................$500
Life Family Membership•	  .......................$1,000
Business Membership•	  ...............................$250

Sign up with our NEW online membership application form or 
download a membership form by clicking here and mail to:

Mattapoisett Historical Society
Post Office Box 535
Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Members of the Mattapoisett Historical Society and Museum
are entitled to:

Free admission to the Mattapoisett Historical Society museum•	
Free admission to lectures and programs•	
The historical society’s newsletter •	 The Crow’s Nest mailed to your 
home
A discount on items from the museum gift store•	
Voting privileges at the Mattapoisett Historical Society’s Annual •	
Meeting
The opportunity to •	 Preserve the Past for the Benefit of the Future

Business Memberships also include:
Inclusion on our List of Sponsors which is prominently displayed •	
within the museum, printed in each issue of the newsletter and 
listed on our website
Five free adult admissions to the Mattapoisett Historical Society     •	
Museum
A certificate of appreciation in recognition of your support•	
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Jennifer McIntire

Vice President
Katherine Gaudet

Secretary 
Leda Kim 

Treasurer 
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President Emeritus
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Curator
Jeffrey Miller 

Crow’s Nest Editor
Mary Beth Morse

If you have an hour or two a week and are looking for an 
interesting and fun way to spend some time, please join our year 
round Volunteer Program.  

Are you interested in:
Programs (public and school groups) ♦♦
Exhibits♦♦
Collections Management  ♦♦
Office Administration♦♦
Public Relations   ♦♦
Research♦♦
Museum Shop    ♦♦

If you have a particular interest, we have a need!  We look 
forward to hearing from you!

Please call (508) 758-2844 or email mattapoisett.museum@
verizon.net with any questions. 

Thank you to our 
Business Sponsors:

American Research & Management
Capeway Veterinary Hospital of Fairhaven

Edward Jones
G. H. Dunn Insurance
Mattapoisett Boatyard

Perkins Plumbing
Peter P Briggs Insurance Agency

Rogers Gallery
Saunders-Dwyer Funeral Homes

Town Wharf General Store

http://mattapoisetthistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Membership-Form.pdf
mailto:mattapoisett.mueum@verizon.net
mailto:mattapoisett.mueum@verizon.net
http://mattapoisetthistoricalsociety.org/support/membership-application/#online_form

