
In the early days of Mattapoisett’s history 
“schooling” took place in private homes. A room 
would be set aside for the visiting teacher and 
children would come from the nearby farms. 
As the Township grew (Rochester at that time) 
it became apparent that a better system was 
needed. One room schoo houses were built, and 
following the Incorporation of the town and 
separation from Rochester in 1857, there were 
ten different schools in Mattapoisett. They were 
located as follows: Tinkhamtown, Randalltown, 
Dextertown, East Mattapoisett, Aucoot, the Neck 
and three in the Village - Barstow School corner 
of Main and County, Olive Branch School corner 
of Church and Pearl and the Intermediate School 
corner of Church and Mechanic.

Before my grandfather Mendell passed away in 
1954 at the age of 93, my father Charles Mendell 
Jr. had the foresight to write down a number of 
stories his father (my grandfather) told about 
his boyhood. Charles Mendell Sr. grew up in 

the house that still stands at the corner of the 
Neck Road and what is now Route 6. During 
the course of his boyhood he attended five of the 
Mattapoisett schools. The following is taken from 
one of his stories. - Seth Mendell

The Barstow School 
By Charles Mendell Jr. 

For a high school in the early 1870s, Mattapoisett 
had The Barstow School, now the Grange Hall, 
which was named for Capt. Zaccheus Barstow 
(great-grandfather of Roscoe Barstow). Capt. 
Barstow left nearly $9,000.00 to the town, the 
income to be used “to the purposes of education 
in higher branches than as taught in primary 
English schools.”
 
The building housed the Mattapoisett Academy 
from 1857 to 1862, when the stress of war times 
caused the academy to fold up. For several years 
following, the town had no regularly operated 
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Olive Branch School corner of Church and Pearl Streets. Building 
now located opposite Center School on Church Street referred to 
as the Goodspeed Memorial.

Barstow School. Grange Hall built in 1815 as a church. The build-
ing housed the Mattapoisett Academy in 1857 - 1862 as well as the 
Barstow School from 1871 until 1899.
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school above the Intermediate School. Then the 
trustees of Capt. Barstow’s bequest purchased 
the building (Grange Hall) from its owners for 
$1450.00 and turned it over to the town, along 
with the rest of the $9000.00, to provide a school 
of higher learning. The school opened as the 
Barstow School in December, 1871, with 46 
students.

So when Father graduated from the Intermediate 
School as a young teenager in the early 1870’s, 
he entered the new Barstow School, his daily 
walk from the Neck Rd. now shortened by a few 
blocks. Although able to attend for less than two 
years, he witnessed during this time some unusual 
occurrences.

The teacher’s name was Daniel Simeon 
Charles Marcellus Potter, always called by the
townspeople D.S.C.M. Potter. A big, strong man, 
he could be seen at an early hour every morning 
walking up Main St. wearing cowhide boots and 
carrying his dinner pail.

A male high school teacher in a town like 
Mattapoisett in those days had to be sturdy and 
stout, for some of his students were powerful 
young men who had run away to sea at 13 or 14, 
shipped on a whaling or merchant voyage or 
two, and then at 18 or 19 had returned home 
to live. During the winter when farm work 

slackened off, they often returned to school for 
a term of learning, not all of them possessing an 
ardent interest in the pursuit of learning. A few of 
these inevitably created disciplinary problems and 
were not averse to trying to take the teacher apart 
if they got into an argument.

D.S.C.M. Potter could usually handle such threats 
and troublemakers without much trouble, but 
Father witnessed one potential battle that ended 
in a draw. One young fellow persisted in creating 
a disturbance. D.S.C.M. Potter ordered him 
sharply a couple of times to stop misbehaving. 
The boy did it again, this time with a sneer and 
a laugh. One thing D.S.C.M. Potter did not lack 
was courage, and seizing a small whip he used 
for flagrant disciplinary cases, he started for the 
boy, telling him to step out in the aisle to take his 
punishment.

The students’ seats were screwed firmly into the 

Intermediate School corner of Church and Mechanic 
Streets. The building is now 123 Mechanic Street.

Tinkhamtown School

East Mattapoisett School which stood on County Road 
opposite the Quaker Meeting House. Today it is the American 
Legion Hall on Depot Street.
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floor, but when this particular young giant saw 
D.S.C.M.. Potter approaching whip in hand, he 
leaned down, pulled the chair, screws and all, out 
of the floor, and held it over his head as a weapon. 
D.S.C.M. Potter came to a dead stop. The two 
looked at each other straight in the eyes while 
the boys and girls sat petrified‑eyes like saucers, 
mouths open. Then the boy set the chair down 
and D.S.C.M. Potter turned and put the whip back 
in his desk drawer. But the boy made no more 
trouble.

There was one trick, however, which the boys 
played on D.S.C.M. Potter with great success. 
The old-fashioned schoolroom clock on one of the 
sidewalls had a heavier pendulum hanging lower 
on the suspension rod than in schoolroom clocks 
of a later era, and therefore swung with a slower 
motion and a deeper tick tock. One day after 
school, one of the boys, in the temporary absence 
of Mr. Potter, opened the lower glass door of the 
clock, and with a screwdriver loosened the screw 
which held the pendulum on the rod until the 
pendulum was almost, but not quite, ready to slide 
off. He then closed the glass door and went home.

The next day, at a time when D.S.C.M. Potter’s 
back was turned while he was writing on the 
blackboard, the boy seated closest to the clock 
dashed to it, opened the glass door, slid the 
pendulum off, and glided back to his seat. The 

effect on the clock was electric. The rod 
went back and forth so fast it was nothing 
but a blur. The large hands whirled around 
like the spokes of a racing wheel. Inside the 
clock, the expanding spring whirred like a 
buzz saw, and the whole clock shook against 
the wall.

D.S.C.M. Potter sprinted from the platform 
in the front of the room and grabbed the 
rod to keep the clock works from shaking 
themselves to pieces. He then turned, faced 
the pupils, and angrily demanded that the 

one who took the pendulum return it at once. 
There was no movement; no one seemed to have 
it. (It had by now been handed from lap to lap 
several rows away). D.S.C.M. Potter repeated his 
demand twice more, becoming furious. Still no 
pendulum.

Then he let go the rod and made a dash for the 
boy sitting closest, but instantly the rod clattered, 
the hands whirled, the works whined, and the 
clock shook. He turned back and grabbed the 
rod to save the clock. Again he roared for the 
pendulum. Again he let go. Again he grabbed the 
rod. By this time the schoolroom was bedlam and 
D.S.C.M. Potter half-lunatic with rage. Finally he 
was forced to let the clock run down, slowing the 
rod to a reasonably safe speed.

Hammondtown School corner of Acushnet Road and River Road.

Center School given to the Town by Henry Huttleston Rogers
 in 1899
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Arnold, M/M Chris  
Atkinson, Mrs. Carole 
Bahnsen, Mr. Robert E.
Bates, M/M Richard
Bekemeier, M/M Nate
Bilodeau, Mrs. Sandra
Blackburn, M/M Arthur
Blasdale, M/M William
Briggs, M/M Peter
Burr, Mrs. Carlton
Cairns, M/M Lawrence
Calusine, M/M William
Camacho, M/M John
Cameron, Mr. David
Campbell, M/M Malcolm
Cederberg, M/M Richard
Chase, Mr. Donald
Clay, Mrs. June
Coquillette, Mr. Robert
Craig, J.E.G.  
Crowley, Mr. Charles
Deveilliers, M/M A. 
Dunn, M/M David
Dunn, Mrs. Giles
Easterday, M/M Donald
Eckel, M/M Dwight
Eldridge, M/M Everett  
Farwell, M/M Donald
Flanders, Mrs. Judie
Flood, M/M Kenneth 
Fogler, Mrs. Madelyn

Gardner, M/M Robert  
Gaudet, Dr./Mrs. Philip
Griswold, Mrs. Nancy
Harding, M/M Colin
Haugen, Miss Lynn
Herndon, Mrs. Carol
Higgins, M/M John
Hill, M/M John
Hill, M/M Sheldon
Hiller, M/M Charles
Hoyle, Ms. Arlene
Hunt, Dr. William
Jenney, M/M David
Johnson, M/M Gary   
Kimon, Mrs. Nancy 
Lamoureux, M/M Michael   
LeBlanc, Mr. Richard
Lees, Mr. Albert
Leibowitz, Dr. Howard
Lindsey, M/M Wayne
Manley, M/M William
Mazzarella, Ms. Nancy
McIntire, M/M Andrew
Mello, Mr. Charles
Mendell, M/M Nathaniel
Mendell, M/M Seth  
Milde, M/M Paul
Milott, M/M Paul 
Morse, M/M Tad
Mugg, M/M William
Murray, Mrs. Phillip 

Olney, M/M David 
Orth, M/M Robert
Parker, Mrs. Betty
Pederson, M/M Theodore
Pennington, Miss Elizabeth
Ricciardelli, Mrs. Eloise
Richardson, Mrs. Carolyn 
Richmond, Ms. Helen
Righter, Mr. James
Roberts, Ms. Bette
Rosenfield, Dr./Mrs. M.C.
Rowland, M/M William
Seica, M/M Ted
Shepley, M/M James
Shorter, M/M John
Smith, Mr. Charles
Smith, M/M Martin
Souza, M/M Frank
Spark, M/M Anthony 
Spark, Ms. Marilyn
Stickney, M/M Kenneth
Suchman, Ms. Carole
Swiszcz, M/M Tadeusz
Thompson, Mr. Roger
Van de Kerckhof, M/M Jacques
Walter, M/M Robert
Williams, Mrs. Alice  
Woodacre, Mrs. Lorri
Young, Mr. Richard

THANK YOU TO OUR MANY SUPPORTERS IN 2007

Arnold Foundation 
Community Foundation of S.E. Massachusetts
Ellis Cemetery Corporation
Fidelity Charitable Foundation
Mattapoisett Woman’s Club
N.S.D.A.R.

NSTAR
Rogers Gallery
Tinkhamtown Chapel Association
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 

And support also from the following: 

If, in our listing, we have missed anyone, please accept our sincere apologies and please contact us.  
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Ice Harvesting
On Sunday February 10 Seth Mendell and Fran Gordon presented the 
history of ice harvesting in Mattapoisett to a full audience. Seth spoke about 
how the Brownell family harvested ice from their pond each year using a 
few simple tools and a lot of manpower. Using many of the tools that are 
on display at the Museum, the men would harvest the entire lake over the 

course of several days. The ice would then be packed and stored in the icehouse until needed. Fran shared 
some slides depicting his family’s tradition of harvesting ice from the waters near their log cabin in the 
northern Canada.

Photo by Robert Chiarito

Gyotaku, Pomanders, and Popcorn by Katherine Roberts-Gaudet

What do Gyotaku, pomanders, and popcorn have 
in common?  In fact, what is Gyotaku?  Dozens 
of area children could tell you exactly what they 
have in common.  They were the subjects of the 
Museums last two children’s programs.
In preparation for the holidays, children were 
invited to a workshop to share the wonders of 
Christmases Past.  They learned that before 
decorations could be bought at local stores, they 
were often crafted from materials at hand or from 
nature.  
Under the direction of Katherine Gaudet, Museum 
Vice‑President, children (many of them for the first 
time) strung popcorn and cranberries, creating long 
strings to bring home to deck their trees.  They also 
created fortune cookie decorations from walnuts.  
These were especially popular in the Victorian 
era.  After a walnut is emptied of the meat, a 
loving fortune is written on a piece of paper and 
tucked inside the walnut.  It is then glued shut and 
tied with a festive ribbon to be hung on the tree.  
Christmas morning, its recipient cracks the nut 
open to find their wonderful best wishes.
Another group of children took lemons and 
decorated them with wholes cloves creating hearts, 
trees, and other whimsical patterns.  They also 
crafted tinfoil decorations, paper chains and tiny 
cornucopias that they filled with little treats. All 
of these were brought home.  Grateful thanks to 
Emily Morse and Tess Martin who spent hours 

preparing all the materials for these projects as 
public service to qualify for the National Honor 
Society.
In February, to another 
packed crowd, Wendy 
Goldsmith, artist and art 
teacher at Friends Academy, 
regaled students with the 
story of Gyotaku, or, the art 
of fish printing.  In Japan, 
in order to be truthful about 
the fish they had caught, 
fishermen would make prints 
of them.  Using rubber fish (thank goodness!) Ms. 
Goldsmith showed students how to make these 
prints.  At first, students practiced on large pieces 
of paper, creating murals.  Once they had the knack 
of the job, they graduated to printing their fish on a 
t-shirt and then on a cloth bag.
These incredible and educational programs were 
funded through the generosity of an anonymous 
donation.  The Museum is indebted to this 
anonymous 
donation that 
has allowed 
us to bring in 
professionals 
to enrich the 
lives of our 
South Coast 
students.  

5
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NEW ACQUISITIONS
We have received a very special gift of two postcards from Linda Brownell that were carried by 
Russell Boardman on his 1931 flight to Turkey. Mr. Boardman, possibly the most famous aviator in 
New England at that time, had a home at Hollywoods Beach. He decided to try for the world’s longest 
distance record along with his co-pilot John Polando of Lynn. His trip was sponsored by the American 
Legion and postcards were sold to be carried on the flight and mailed back home. They flew 49 hours 
and 20 minutes, landed in Istanbul with 5 gallons of fuel and set the world’s record of having flown 
5,011.8 miles non-stop. President Hoover awarded both men the Distinguished Flying Cross.

(This information is from an article in the Mattapoisett Historical Society archives written by Mr. Mar-
tin A. Smith of Mattapoisett.)

TOYS FROM TIMES PAST

The summer exhibit this year will be for the “young at heart”. It will consist of 
doll houses, a barn, a general store, children’s furniture, carriages, etc.

You may have seen the Punch and Judy puppets that have been on display 
- they, too will have a part in the exhibit. One unique item which has never 
been on display is an 1883 children’s theater - “Theater Royal” complete with 
cardboard figures and scenery for such plays as Cinderella, Pocahontas, Blue 

Beard and the Battle of Bunker Hill.

In addition, there will be games, books, children’s dishes, doll clothes and other treasures that rarely 
see the light of the day. So, come and celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our Historical Society by 
enjoying a look at “toys from times past.” 
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While most of the Curator’s job is cataloguing, research, care of exhibits, etc., occasionally an 
opportunity arises for a real look into the past. This past summer, we received a gift of eight letters 
from the 1850s written by a young man aboard a whaling ship off the coast of South America. I have 
just finished transcribing these letters written to his parents in which he relates his thoughts of home 
as well as life aboard a whaler. The opportunity to do this is one of the “perks” of the Curator’s job.

Word Search 
Whaling Ships Names

By Lisa Hill

Y N A L I B E R T Y B R
Y B I H E D A E H Y A G
R T E L C O N T E S T K
G D T T R H O Y S E A O
G U I E S E Y A P L M M
N N H U H Y M L E U A O
I B C I O W H P R C Z B
W A N D E R E R R R O O
P R Y T I M A I E E N H
A T E L E G R A P H S N
L O A S S Y G F H R B S
R N O Y C L A H A B T Y
S R T R E L A M E M A E

    Wanderer    Liberty    Acushnet   Hetty
    Fairplay    Dunbarton    Hercules   Amity
    Lapwing    Eagle    Hesper   Merlin
    Amazon    Telegraph    Contest   Betsy
    Rose    Gay Head    Mars      Hero
    Empress    Hobomok    Halcyon   Alert  
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        Curator’s Corner
                  By Bette Roberts

MATTAPOISETT HISTORY ON DVD
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Become a member today!
     Individual $20.00
     Family $30.00
     Life - Individual $150.00
   Life - Family $200.00
     Special Gift - $  

Please make check payable to:
Mattapoisett Historical Society

Post Office Box 535
Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Name:         

Address:               

 City:         

 State:     Zip:    

 Phone: (        )       

 E-mail:          @        

Thank you for your generous support.

Can you identify 
this object?

Find the answer on our website at 
www.mattapoisetthistoricalsociety.org. 

2008
Save the Dates

June 26, 2008  5:30 pm     Open House
July 2, 2008    1:00 pm     Museum Opens for 2008
     6:30 pm     Ice Cream Social
August 6, 2008 2:00 pm     Children’s History Day
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