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Last November the Mattapoisett Historical Society received 
a section of the foremast from the whaling bark “Wanderer.”  
Given by the New Bedford Whaling Museum this artifact 
from the last whaling vessel built in Mattapoisett is an 
important addition to the Museum’s collection.   The section 
of mast is in excellent condition with some of the original 
hardware still intact, as it was displayed in the Bourne 
Room of the Whaling Museum for eighty-six years before 
being placed outside due to extensive renovations and 
exhibit change in the building.
 

WANDERER
 
Launched from the shipyard of J. H. Holmes and Sons 
on April 16, 1878 for owners Gifford and Cummings of 
New Bedford, the bark Wanderer was a first class vessel 
in every aspect.  To quote from the Whalman’s Shipping 
List dated April 26, “She is a vessel of beautiful model, 
and for completeness in every respect reflects credit on 
the skill of her builders and the liberality of her owners.”  
A year earlier in 1877 Arvin Cannon, master carpenter 
in the Holmes’ Yard had carefully drawn out the lines for 
the Wanderer’s hull in the loft over the Holmes Office on 
Water Street, as had been done for the many vessels built 
in the yard over the past sixty-six years. 
Built of the finest materials, the Wanderer’s live oak keel 
stretched 100 feet up from the water’s edge in what is 
today’s Shipyard Park near where the gazebo is located.  
Skilled ship wrights fashioned her ribs, stem and stern 
post also of live oak and fastened them to the keel so 
that at this early stage of construction the hull of the 
Wanderer resembled a large fish on its back with its ribs 
sticking up into the air.  Next in line were the plankers 
whose job it was to fasten long planks, some 40 feet in 
length, of yellow pine to the fifty or more ribs.  These 
pine planks, like the live oak, had come up the eastern 
seaboard on schooners and sloops from the southern 
states.  Each plank was held in place with long bronze 
spikes driven through the planks into the oak ribs. 
With planking complete and the decks and bulkheads 
in place, the caulkers went to work to make the hull 
watertight.  Balancing on scaffolding at times twenty-five 
feet above the ground and armed with caulking hammers 
and irons, these men drove seven miles of oakum and 
cotton into all the seams between the planking.  The last 
major step in completing the Wanderer’s hull was the 

(continued on next page)

Photograph of the Wanderer given to the Historical Society by 
Brad and Priscilla Hathaway.
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attaching of many pieces of copper sheathing to the hull 
below the waterline.  Copper breathes so to speak, so that 
marine life and wood boring worms could not adhere to 
the bottom, thus extending the life of the vessel. 
It is doubtful that anyone in Mattapoisett during the 
spring of 1878 had any idea that the Wanderer would 
be the last whaler built in the town, or any vessel for 
that matter.   People were aware of the demise of the 
whaling industry due to petroleum, losses in the arctic 
and the Civil War.  But Mattapoisett yards had built 
merchant ships as well as whalers for over a century and 
there would always be a market for these vessels, or so 
they thought.  However, such was not the case.  The first 
ironclad vessel slid down the ways in France in 1857 and 
only five years later during the Civil War the Monitor 
and the Merrimac clashed.  Iron and steel were taking the 
place of wood and Mattapoisett yards had not positioned 
themselves to meet the change. 
Standing in the stocks at the water’s edge, the Wanderer 
was a sight to behold.  Beneath her bowsprit was a 6 foot 
gilded eagle carved by Henry “Carver” Purrington of 
Mattapoisett that glistened in the sunlight.  Her topsides 
were painted black down to the waterline and a white 
strip at deck level showed off her lines “like a fitted dress 
on a beautiful woman.”  She measured 116 feet from 
stem to stern with a beam of 27½ feet and draft of 15 
feet 8 inches.  When fully rigged the extended bowsprit 
would add 50 feet to her length and her three masts 
would stand 125 feet above the deck. On land, waiting 
for launching, she dwarfed the surrounding buildings. 
Ship launchings were always an exciting event and 
the advent of the Fairhaven Branch Railroad through 
Mattapoisett some twenty years earlier made it possible 
for a great number of people to witness a launching.  
Such was the case on April 16, 1878 late in the afternoon 

at the 
time of 
a full 
flood 
tide 
when 
men 

knocked away the last of the restraining blocks and bark 
Wanderer slid slowly at first and then rapidly down the 
greased ways into the water of the harbor. 
Following the fitting out in New Bedford for a voyage 
to the South Atlantic, the Wanderer sailed June 4, 1878 
under the command of Andrew Heyer.  Returning 
after a four year voyage, she sailed again on August 29, 
1882.  This voyage did not end in New Bedford, but in 
San Francisco where her registry changed to that city 
and her whaling grounds became the North Pacific and 
Arctic Oceans.  During the next eighteen years the bark 
Wanderer made eleven voyages, spent four years ‘frozen 
in” off Henschill Island in the Beaufort Sea, a year more 
in mothballs in San Francisco and several years employed 
as a cargo vessel during the Klondike gold rush in Alaska.  
However, the Wanderer’s whaling days were not over.  
Timothy Allen of New Bedford became her agent and in 
February 1903 the vessel left San Francisco on a whaling 
voyage around Cape Horn arriving in New Bedford in 
September 1904 after a twenty-two year absence. 
During the next twenty years the Wanderer made eleven 
whaling voyages out of New Bedford for what was 
probably the more profitable period of her forty-six year 
career.  These voyages were not without incident.  On 
August 24, 1912, six hundred miles off the Barbados 
Islands a large bull sperm whale charged the bark.  
“Thought the whale was going to sink the ship for----he 
came for us head on, and we couldn’t get out of his way.”  
Later, the whale cut the 4th mates boat in half, killing 
one man and injuring another.  The following day the 
whale was found floating dead and when cut in and tried 
out rendered one hundred barrels of oil.  A very large 
whale! 
The most successful voyage was during the First World 
War.  Following four years at sea, the Wanderer returned 
to New Bedford in 1917 with a cargo of 6,200 barrels of 
oil possibly the largest number of barrels of oil in whaling 
history.  However, inspite of this success, the Wanderer’s 
days were numbered.  In the ensuing years, the price of 
sperm oil dropped to an all time low of 30 cents a gallon.  
The vessels owners fitted her out for one more voyage in 
the summer of 1924.  On August 24th the steam tug J.T. 
Sherman towed the Wanderer out of New Bedford harbor 
into Buzzards Bay.  There being only a light head wind, 
the bark was anchored just west of Mishaum Ledge bell 

Wanderer (continued from cover)

Photograph of the Wanderer given to the Historical Society by Brad and 
Priscilla Hathaway.
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bouy to await more 
favorable wind.  
Captain Edwards 
returned to port 
aboard the Sherman 
leaving first mate, 
Joseph Gomes and 
fourteen men on 
board. 
With no weather 
service or weather 
radio, no one was 
aware of a large 
tropical system 
making its way up 
the eastern seaboard 
that would pass 

just south of Cape Cod.  Such a storm track would bring 
a powerful northeast gale to the Buzzards Bay Area the 
following day.  By 10AM August 25th very heavy squalls 
and gale force winds were battering the Wanderer from 
the northeast.  The anchor chain parted, and although a 
second anchor was dropped, the vessel was driven across 
the mouth of the Bay onto the treacherous rocks of the 
island of Cuttyhunk.  With her bow held into the wind 
by the dragging second anchor, the Wanderer went onto 
the rocks stern first completely disabling the rudder and 
any chance of maneuvering the vessel.  Due to her draft 
of nearly 16 feet, she grounded several hundred yards 
from shore.  The crew immediately took to the boats, 
eight men in one and seven in the other.  The eight man 
boat made right for the shore where Cuttyhunk residents 
helped pull them ashore through the high surf.  The other 
boat somehow, in the high wind and waves got swept 
around the west end of Cuttyhunk and was rescued by the 
lightship Handkerchief off Sow and Pigs Ledge. 
Wedged high on the rocks, the vessel was a total loss.  
Wreckers salvaged provisions, whaling gear, sails, boats, 
the figurehead and many other items before a second 
storm on September 30th completely broke up the hull.  
For a number of years following the disaster, the people 
of Cuttyhumk scowered the shoreline for pieces of the 
Wanderer’s hull to burn in their stoves and hearths to keep 
out the winter chill.  The mizzen mast stood as a flag 
pole in Shipyard Park until 1964 when lightning brought 
it down.  Today it hangs in the Carriage House of the 
Mattapoisett Museum.

Currently the Mattapoisett Historical Society is preparing 
for publication a descriptive narartive of the “Wanderer’s” 
voyages written by Frank Rezendes. Edited by Seth Mendell 
the 60-page booklet will also include an overview of the 
whaling industry (1750-1900) and of the major shipyards 
on the Mattapoisett waterfront (1812-1878).  Also in the 
publication will be thirty-five photographs of the “Wanderer” 
given to the Historical Society by Brad and Priscilla 
Hathaway.

The Russian Experience
By Maureen McCarthy 

On Saturday, January 12, Seth Mendell, President of the 
Mattapoisett Historical Society, began a series of talks 
on Russia.  The six programs were intended to cover 
the history of Russia from its earliest days to current 
days.  Seth explained that when he taught the program 
at Avon Old Farms School he would ordinarily have a 
whole year to teach the course.  It was amazing how much 
information he was able to include in each hour and a half 
session.  While snow interfered with the last talk, the first 
five talks were very well attended with approximately 50 
plus attendees at each one.

He started by showing us that the earliest stages of 
development of the country occurred in the southern 
region on the rivers.  Trade was brisk and development 
was rampant.  However, the only access to sea the country 
had was on the North Sea and because of that they were 
visited by a hardy group of “rowers” called the Rus, who 
eventually gave their name to the country of Russia.
From that point on, trade and commerce developed 
in the northern and western parts of the country with 
diplomatic marriages and alliances occurring between 
Russia (Moscow) and Austria, Prussia, as well as off and on 
again alliances with France.  Between the “Greats” and 
the “Terribles”, Russia gradually developed a mistrust of 
Europeans and became cut off from the cultural impact 
of the outside world.  Russia became a land of 1% 
aristocracy and 96+% serf.  It was an untenable situation 
which none of the rulers could seem to find a workable 
remedy.

The last session of this series will occur on May 4 at 2:00 
p.m. and will deal with the Russian Revolution and the 
establishment of the Soviet Union.

Photograph of the Wanderer given to the 
Historical Society by Brad and Priscilla 
Hathaway.
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The Art of Knots
In a waterfront community like Mattapoisett, the 
functionality of knots has always been understood.  From 
rigging ships to making loads on wagons fast, historically 
knots have been the work horses of many a trade.  But they 
have also been a source of great beauty.  

This summer, the Mattapoisett Museum and Carriage 
House will explore the art of Knots in a special summer 
exhibit featuring knot work inspired by Clifford Ashley’s 
The Ashley Book of Knots.  The exhibit will also explore the 
“feminine” side of knots with beautiful examples of tatted 
lace and other examples of adornment. 

Be sure to visit the museum this summer to enjoy the often 
overlooked intricate art of knot tying. 

Curators Corner
By Elizabeth Hutchison

After the busy Holiday Season here at the museum (I hope 
you all had a chance to come in and visit, shop and enjoy 
the toy trains) the past several months have been quieter 
here.  This has given us a chance to organize ourselves for 
the upcoming spring and summer seasons which will be 
full of interesting programs, events and exhibits.

One of the ongoing projects we are working on is being 
done with Old Rochester Regional High School and 
Dr. Colin Everett.  There are several upperclassmen 
who have agreed to participate in an intergenerational-
oral history project.  Since September 21, 2013 marks 
the 75th anniversary of the 1938 Hurricane, our high 
school students will be interviewing volunteers from our 
community who remember the Hurricane of 1938 and 
have a story to tell.  These interviews will be recorded and 
uploaded to the National Archives, as well as become the 
basis for a lesson plan the students will put together for 
our elementary schools to teach them about Mattapoisett’s 
past.  If you would like to be a part of this project (we 
are still looking for more volunteers with stories to tell!), 
please contact me at mattapoisett.museum@verizon.net 
or (508) 758-2844.  The interviews will take place this 
summer, and the project will culminate in a special exhibit 
on the Hurricane of 1938 at the Museum, to be opened in 

September.

We are also excited about The Art of Knots, our summer 
exhibit.  It has been fascinating learning about the 
intricacies of knot tying and pouring over The Ashley Book 
of Knots.  I hope you will all visit us this summer to find 
out what The Art of Knots is all about, and to be amazed by 
the ways knots have been used to beautify our world, both 
in the past and the present.

As the summer approaches, I would like to extend an 
invitation to anyone who would like to volunteer to be 
a Summer Docent at the Museum and help us share the 
History of Mattapoisett with our visitors.  Qualifications 
include a welcoming attitude for our guests and some spare 
time!  We will have two training sessions on Monday, July 
1, 10-11:30 am, and Tuesday, July 2, 1-2:30 pm.  We will 
provide information about the museum, its buildings, 
and its contents.  We are here to talk with you and try to 
explain various displays and artifacts.  I encourage everyone 
to think about donating some time to the museum this 
summer.

If you would like to volunteer with the museum, but 
being a Summer Docent does not catch your fancy, we do 
have a Year Round Volunteer Program.  We are looking 
for people who are interested in volunteering for specific 
areas and projects.  Some areas in need of Volunteers are 
Programs (both public and school groups), Acquisitions 
Registration, Public Relations, the Museum Shop, Exhibits, 
Office Administration, Research and Museum and Artifact 
Maintenance, among many others.  For more information, 
or to volunteer, please feel free to contact me at the 
museum.

Recent Acquisitions:

2013.1 Window pole with Hook from the 1929 wing 
 of Center School
2013.2 Account Book of E.S. Silva 1884
2013.3 East Fairhaven (Naskatucket) History Books 
 1, 2, and 3 by Natalie Hemmingway
2013.4 Prints of Mattapoisett Village, Rochester and  
 New Bedford, MA by John Warner Barber
2013.5 “Ladies Shopping List” printed by E.B. 
 Whiting & Co, New Bedford

President Seth Mendell
Vice President Katherine Gaudet
Secretary  Jennifer McIntire 
Treasurer  Maureen McCarthy

Members at Large Nate Bekemeier
 Jim Broadwater
 Tom Copps
 Chris Demakis 
 Lisa Hill

Curator Elizabeth Hutchison

Crow’s Nest Editor Mary Beth Morse
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Upcoming Dates:
May 26 Salt Works Talk at the Gazebo in Shipyard Park at 5:00 pm
June 27 The Art of Knots Open House at 5:00 pm
July 5 Museum Opens for the Season at 1:00 pm    
July 6 Walking Tour of the Waterfront, 2:00 pm from the museum
July 11 Little Explorers at 1:00 pm, a program for ages 4-6
July 12 Knot Crafty at 1:00 pm, come create knot crafts from bracelets to key chains
July 18 Little Explorers at 1:00 pm, a program for ages 4-6
July 20-21 Harbor Days - Visit our booth and get your Holiday Shopping done early!
July 20 Walking Tour of the Waterfront, 2:00 pm from the museum
July 25 Little Explorers at 1:00 pm, a program for ages 4-6
July 25             Delve Into Knots at 7:00 pm,  lecture and demonstration
July 26 Build Your Own Toy Boat from Recyclables at 1:00 pm
August 1 Little Explorers at 1:00 pm, a program for ages 4-6
August 3  Walking Tour of the Waterfront, 2:00 pm from the museum
August 8 Little Explorers at 1:00 pm, a program for ages 4-6
August 17 Walking Tour of the Waterfront, 2:00 pm from the museum
August 31 Summer Hours at the Museum end at 4:00 pm
September 1 Hurricane of 1938 lecture at the Gazebo in Shipyard Park at 5:00 pm
September 3 Board Meeting at 7:00 pm
September 7 Hurricane of 1938 Exhibit Opening, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
September 14 Museum Open, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
September 21 Museum Open, 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Support Your Historical Society
The Mattapoisett Historical Society is supported through the generosity of individuals, families, foundations and 
businesses who wish to help us Preserve the Past for the Benefit of the Future.  In addition to being a member, please 
consider other ways you can support our efforts:
Memorial Gifts or Contributions in Honor:  Mark an anniversary, a passing, or honor a loved one with a 
donation to the Historical Society
Bequests:  Naming the Mattapoisett Historical Society as a beneficiary in your will will leave an enduring legacy for 
the future.
Corporate Matching Gift Programs:  Please check with your employer to see if they offer a matching gift 
program.
Business Sponsorships:  We offer many ways for local businesses to sponsor the Historical Society and its efforts.  

Thank you to the following Businesses for their support:
Brownell Systems, Inc.   Reynolds DeWalt Printing
DG Service Company, Inc.  Rogers Gallery
Fisher & Rocha, Inc.     W Wood Painting 
Mr. Andrew McIntire
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Mr. and Mrs. Paul Amoruso
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Arnold 
Ms. Carol Atkinson 
Mr. and Nate Bekemeier and 
     Ms. Penny Brewer 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Blasdale 
Mr. John Bourget
Mr. Jim Broadwater 
Mrs. Carleton Burr 
Mr. Lawrence Cairns 
Mr. and Mrs. William Calusine
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Campbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cattley
Mrs. Ruth Cederberg 
Ms. Phoebe Chardon 
Mrs. Harriet Chatfield 
Mrs. June Clay 
Mr. William Coquillette 
Mr. J.E.G. Craig, Jr.
Mr. Chris Demakis and 
     Mr. Vince Cragin 
Mr. Peter DeWalt
Mr. and Mrs. James Dildine 
Ms. Gail Dunn 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Easterday
Mr. Michael Esposito and 
     Ms. Cynthia Redel 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Farwell
Ms.  Madelyn Fogler 
Ms. Luana Josvold and 
     Mr. Gary Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Gaudet
Mrs. Vera Gibbons 
Mr. Frank Hammond 
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Harding
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Hathaway 
Mr. John Henderson 
Ms. Carol Herndon 
Mr. Nathan Heuberger 

Mr. and Mrs. Prentiss Higgins 
Mr. and Mrs. Frances Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hill 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hill 
Rev. Philip C. Jacobs 
Mr. and Mrs. David Jenney 
Ms. Ruth Jolliffe 
Ms. JoAnn Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ketchel
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Lamontagne 
Mr. and Mrs.  Michael Lamoureux 
Mr. and Mrs. David Lee Jr. 
Mr. Howard Leibowitz 
Ms. Amy Lignitz-Harken 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Marvin
Ms. Maureen McCarthy 
Mr. Rory McFee 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McIntire
Mr. David McShane
Mr. and Mrs. Mendell 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Milde
Dr. and Mrs. F.T.  Moore 
Ms. Karen Morely-Westcott
Ms. Paula Mui 
Mrs. Lois Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Peg Olney 
Ms. Josephine Pannell 
Mrs. Betty Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Pederson
Ms. Elisabeth Pennington 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Phipps 
Ms. HilaryProuty
Ms. Eloise Ricciardelli 
Ms. Carolyn Richardson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Richmond
Mr.  Jamea Righter 
Ms. Bette Roberts
Dr. M.C. Rosenfield 
Mr. Carl Sharpe 
Mrs. Anne Shepley 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Mason Smith III
Mr. Martin Smith III 
Ms. Ruth Souza 
Mr. Anthony Spark 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Stickney
Mr. Roger Thompson 
Ms.  Anne Tinker
Rev. Allen Tinkham 
Mr. Howard Tinkham 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tucker 
Ms. Beth Underwood 
Mr. Jacques van de Kerckhof
Ms. Patricia Walker 
Ms. Margaret Weymouth 
Ms. V. Celia Lascarides and 
     Mr. William Manley
Ms. Alice Williams 
Ms.  Margot Wizansky
Anonymous (1) 

Corporate Gifts, Foundations
and Gifts in Kind

Brownell Systems
Corporate Presence, Ms. Margaret 
     Hulsebosch
Dawson Real Estate, Ms. Sandra 
     Dawson
Douglas Schneider & Associates, Inc. 
Mattapoisett Pools and Spas, Mr. 
Richard LeBlanc
Mattapoisett Lion’s Club
NSTAR
Richard Prouty Estate
Reynolds DeWalt
Roger’s Gallery
Tinkhamtown Chapel Association
State Street Matching 

Mattapoisett Historical Society
2012 - 2013 Donors

        Facebook Page
The Mattapoisett Historical Society is now 
on Facebook! 

Please be sure to check out our page and like 
us!



     7

Mattapoisett Historical Society

Volunteer! 
If you have an hour or two a week and are looking for an interesting and fun way to spend some 
time, please join our year round Volunteer Program.  

Are you interested in:
Programs (both public and school groups)♦♦
Acquisitions Registration♦♦
Public Relations♦♦
Museum Shop♦♦
Exhibits♦♦
Office Administration♦♦
Research♦♦
Museum and Artifact Maintenance♦♦

If you have a particular interest, we have a need!  We look forward to hearing from you!

Please call or e-mail Elizabeth Hutchison with any questions.  
(508) 758-2844 mattapoisett.museum@verizon.net

august
bark

cuttyhunk
holmes

jonathan
movie

arvin cannon
north pacific

arctic
south atlantic

mizzen mast
flagpole

mishaum ledge
northeast gale

Word Search   By Lisa Hill

Wanderer

T E E A H Z E C O C N K E N E
O M N V F C M E L O P G A L F
M T K C G I J O N A T H A N I
M C E C S F K N V M U G M C U
I O T U G I A N S I T G U T A
Z H A J B C N E U S E V U K E
Z C I T N A L T A H T U O S N
E S I I T P R E E A Y A I C T
N G V T N H H K L U Z T G H U
M R P T C T R O O M A I T F G
A N U H R R I T O L T E D U C
S I G O S O A S A E T I C E C
T I N I O N O L T D I A A E K
A H L C C A P I A G R N I K T
A M G N R H O L M E S S G I C
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Fifty-four years of preserving the past for the benefit of the future.

Become a member today!
   Individual $20.00  Family $30.00
   Life - Individual $150.00  Life - Family $200.00
   Special Gift - $  

Please make check payable to:
Mattapoisett Historical Society

Thank you for your generous support.

Name:                   
Address:              
 City:        
 State:     Zip:   
   Phone: (        )      
E-mail:          @       

New Bedford Sea Chantey Chorus performs at the Museum.

Curator, Elizabeth 
Hutchison works 
with Project Grow 
students at the 
Museum.


