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The View from  

The Crow’s Nest 

Newsletter of the Mattapoisett Museum   July 2021 / Issue XXXVII  

Preserving the past for the benefit of  the future. 

The Story of  the Mattapoisett Museum Carriage House 
By Kyle DeCicco-Carey 

 

Mellie Masterson stood in the nearly constructed 
Carriage House gazing up at the ceiling. It was 
March 1, 1969 and it had been a particularly 
rough winter. An early February storm started 
out as snow and then heavy rains fell for hours 
before changing back to snow and closing 
schools.  

Bad weather continued to plague the area for the 
next several weeks with the Presto Press noting 
the only events that had not been cancelled were 
“the snow storm which rages with only slight 
pauses.” 

Mellie was looking up at the newly formed wet 
stains on the rafters. During the February storm, 

Mellie came in with other board members to move some of the newly installed items out of the way of the 
leaky roof. The contractor theorized that cracked shingles could be the culprit, but the weather was 
preventing him from accessing the roof to fix the problem. 

“What else could possibly go wrong,” she may have been thinking. Before the hardware could be installed on 
the Carriage House windows, they began to pop open about an inch or two; enough to let blowing snow 
drift through. The delayed arrival of the hardware for the large Carriage House double doors caused a similar 
problem with snow getting in the building. The cost of construction kept rising and ended up costing over 
$9,000 more than the original estimate.  

There was also the break-in the previous summer that Mellie said was still a “nightmare” for her to deal with. 
She testified before a Grand Jury in January and the case was going to go to trial in May in Superior Court. 
One of the accused burglars was released on bail. He immediately parted for Texas and signed aboard a 
tanker.  

Not long before the break-in, the Mattapoisett Historical Society lost one of its most devoted supporters. 
Minerva Sparrow, the driving force behind the establishment of the historical society, had passed away at the 
age of 85.  

Yet, she knew the community was going to have something great to be proud of. It had been a long-time 
planning for the Carriage House. In the summer of 1961, the Mattapoisett Historical Society held their 
annual meeting. The historical society had been organized in May 1958 despite not having a home. Locations 
were limited for the upstart organization. The basement of the library was one possibility. However, funds 
were limited, and it was estimated it would cost around $8,000 to renovate the basement to make suitable for 
a history museum.  
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In May 1959, a deal was struck with the Trustees of the Christian Church for the use of their small building on 
Church Street as home to the Mattapoisett Historical Society. 

The Board of Directors went into the Annual Meeting that summer of ‘61 knowing they had a problem on 
their hands. They were running out of space to house and display the museum’s collections. After a discussion 
during the meeting a vote was held to form a study group to consider the possibility of constructing an 
addition to the museum. 

However, there were obstacles to expanding the museum. One of which was money and the other was that 
the historical society did not own the building. In 1965, these obstacles became easier to navigate. The Church 
Trustees agreed to lease the land behind the church to the historical society to build on. A financial jump start 
on the project was provided by the bequest of Gertrude Wood Dexter who left the museum $5,000. 

The lot behind the church was large enough that the board decided rather than building a modern building for 
the collections, they would build a replica 19th century carriage house. It would be two stories with wide 
carriage house doors facing Baptist Street. The building would house sleighs, carriages, and farm equipment. 
Not only did Mattapoisett have a history in shipbuilding, there was also a rich history as a farming community. 
With $5,000 already under their belts the board formed a fund-raising committee with plans to match that 
amount. 

The board decided to cancel the annual summer exhibit in 1965 and focus on a fund-raising drive during the 
month of August. Letters went out to Mattapoisett residents asking to help build the new “Carriage Shed 
Museum.” With the community’s help, Mattapoisett could be home to an “outstanding museum of antique 
agricultural implements in Southeastern New England.” In addition, press releases were sent out and ads 
placed asking for donations; and volunteers went door to door asking for funding. They were sure that the 
money would be raised by the end of the fall and construction would begin in 1966. 

By October over $2,000 had been raised and the board had approved plans for the so called “carriage shed” 
designed by Walter Channing, a local mechanical engineer. Channing was known for his meticulous research 
of whaling ships and the detailed architectural drawings he created from his research.  

Donations continued to come in and in June letters went out to local contractors asking for estimates on 
building the carriage house. The lowest bid came back at around $8,000 more than had been raised. The board 
voted to postpone construction until more money could be raised. A “Country Style” auction was held in the 
fall in which donated goods were auctioned off. “Nothing from the Historical Society itself will be supplied” a 
press release reassured people. The auction netted around $1,200. This, along with a new fundraising drive and 
an anonymous donation of $2,000 brought the carriage shed closer to construction. 

After discussions with Donald Chase, a local 
contractor, to find ways to cut costs, a budget 
of $14,000 was approved for construction at 
the Annual Meeting in June 1967. On Sunday, 
August 20 a groundbreaking ceremony was 
held, and the carriage house was finally 
underway. During the ceremony, museum 
curator Charles Mendell spoke saying, “When 
the building is completed, the museum will 
become not only an important civic asset, but 
an outstanding attraction of the town.” 

By early November the foundation was in place 
and the framing was to be in place before 
winter set in. However, there was only enough 
money to build the exterior of the building. 
The Historical Society was around $3,000 short 
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of the money needed to complete the interior of the building, including the addition of utilities. 

At the June 25 board meeting there was 
discussion on what to call the carriage 
shed. Minerva Sparrow’s name was 
brought up and debated. The consensus 
was that there were so many people 
involved in bringing the building to life 
that it should not be named after anyone. 
The term that was used throughout the 
process of the project, shed, connotates a 
small structure to store rakes and tools. 
However, the society decided to keep the 
official name simple. The meeting 
minutes stated in dramatic fashion “that 
the new building would henceforth be 
called the CARRIAGE HOUSE!” 

Minerva Sparrow, a founding member and passionate supporter, had passed away on May 4, 1968, six days 
before her 86th birthday. Sparrow conceived the idea of forming a historical society for the town along with 
Francis Rowland in 1957. After the Mattapoisett Historical Society was founded in 1958, Sparrow would 
negotiate a home for the historical society at the Christian Church on Church Street.  

When she passed away, a memorial fund was set up asking for donations which would be used to create a 
memorial for her. By August nearly $300 had been donated and the board voted to use the funds to have a 
pair of lanterns designed and placed outside the Carriage House doors. The lanterns were designed to 
historically match the Carriage House, made out of wrought iron, painted black with copper along the sides. 
However, the lanterns would be electric and wired in to the Carriage House.  

Museum records or news articles do not indicate who designed the lanterns other than it was a Mattapoisett 
resident who handcrafted them, was trained in Italy, and “stretched” the donation so that wiring could be 
added.  

In addition to the lanterns, a brass marker stating “Carriage House Lamps Given in Memory of Minerva M. 
Sparrow 1882-1968” would be placed inside the building. The marker is now located near the front door of 
the museum. 

A final push to complete the Carriage House was made during the summer of 1968. In June, another “country 
style” auction was held in Shipyard Park. The bid calling was done by “famed auctioneer” Florence Cornell, a 
well-known auctioneer from Lakeville who owned the Double C Auction Gallery. 

Again, donated household items were requested for the auction. On June 7, the day before the auction, Mellie 
Masterson, Dorothea Tripp, and Peter Briggs made a television appearance on the “Community—Bob 
Bassett” program on WTEV. They promoted some of the donations going up for auction such as a 100-year-
old organ, “an almost new electric dishwasher,” and a ready-to-cook live lobster. 

An additional donation that likely didn’t appear on the Bob Bassett show was the Cackle Sisters. Henrietta, 
Hortense, and Harriet were hens from the farm of Barney and Mary Helfand of Crystal Springs Road. It is not 
known how much the Cackle Sisters fetched but the Historical Society netted well over $1,200. This, along 
with donations already received were enough to pay for the interior of the Carriage House. 

Electricity or not, the Carriage House was ready to open! The official opening would take place on August 23, 
1968 with a costume ball, a fundraiser to raise money for the electrical fund. Rides would be provided to the 
Carriage House from the Town Wharf by horse and carriage. Over 250 people attended, and enough money 
was raised to complete the project which included an auction of murals that were created for the ball as well 
as a cake decorated with a horse and carriage large enough to serve 35 people.  
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Any worries Mellie Masterson may have had as she stood in the Carriage House on 
that March 1969 day would soon pass. The money was raised to install electricity; the 
leaky roof, faulty windows, and Carriage House doors would be repaired. In May, a 
dedication ceremony for the Minerva Sparrow memorial lanterns was held. Around 50 
people attended including Ms. Sparrow’s niece, Mary Lee Sparrow Dingman and her 
daughter Gretchen who took part in the ceremony. 

From May through July, volunteers, mostly Mattapoisett teenagers, organized the 
collections and installed exhibits which included farm tools and equipment, the town’s 
1821 fire engine, and historic household items. The official dedication of the Carriage 
House took place on Sunday, August 24, 1969 and the Selectmen signed a 
proclamation declaring that week as “Carriage House Week.”  

In Charles Mendell’s Curator’s report on the activities of 
1968 looking ahead to the completion of the Carriage 
House he noted; “The museum is the Society’s most 
important activity, yes. But the opportunities for the 
Society to contribute to the community and its people is 
endless.” 
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No More Bowlmor  

By Dick Morgado  
 

The balls were heavy and too big for my hand and the pins were short and squat. If I were able to roll the ball 
just right, straight down the middle at just the right speed, not too fast not too slow and avoid the gutters I 
could sometimes hit a few pins. I was bowling.   

I was introduced to this game of duckpins at the Bowlmor Lanes, a mere stone’s throw from 
our house. Sure, I had seen bowling on our black and white television, but with big balls with 
holes in them that knocked down tall, stout pins. The players wore gloves with two fingers 
missing and short sleeved shirts with names written in script lettering advertising gas stations 
or pizza shops with names like Alley Kats or King Pins embroidered on the back. I knew of 
candlepins too, with tiny balls and long skinny pins, but they were somewhere else. 
Mattapoisett had duckpins at the Bowlmor.   

The building with its unique curved roof was erected the year before I was born. But duckpins were around 
long before that. The game was invented in Baltimore in 1900 when a couple of minor league baseball players 
cut down some ten pins to match the small balls they were using. One of them thought the pins looked like 
ducks flying when they were scattered, thus “duck pins.” The name stuck and the rest, as they say, is history.  

It was announced that the Bowlmor Lanes, next door to the Ying Dynasty Chinese 
restaurant would be demolished in January. A sad day it was.  Another lost icon of 
days when kids of my age wore high top Keds sneakers, rode Schwinn bicycles and 
snuck into the bowling alley to play 25-cent pinball games until Mrs. Renahan, the 
proprietor, shooed us away because only adults were allowed to play the machines.    

There were no electronic score boards hanging over the alleys. Tried and true paper 
and pencil tally sheets did the trick. Shoes were stashed behind the counter, 
numbers all aligned by size ready to be rented for a quarter. Three strings of bowling 
cost a dollar.  

In 1960, my father, also known as “Al the barber,” started a youth bowling league. It was held right after 
school on Wednesday afternoons, dad’s day off. I was expected to attend every session, but the Center School 
girls’ basketball team played on Wednesdays and one day the boys’ team, of which I was a member, skipped 
bowling to cheer them on. Dad was none too pleased, especially with me, and we all forfeited our perfect 
attendance awards at the year-end banquet held at a fancy restaurant in Marion.  

Bowling was popular and leagues were abundant. There were men’s leagues and women’s leagues, church 
leagues and retiree’s leagues. There was a door next to the first lane that led to a corridor that led to the bar in 
the Chinese restaurant, then known as the Cathay Temple. The bar was a popular spot for bowlers who would 
slip off through the door for a quick beer or cocktail then rush back when their turn came around. For some 
by the end of the match, strikes became fewer and fewer.  

Apparently, the current owner had hopes of saving the building, maybe restoring the bowling lanes or turning 
it into a restaurant. Alas, it is too far gone. I had hoped it might be turned into a theater or community center, 
but pipe dreams are knocked down as fast as duck pins.  

When I heard about the demolition, I scoured the internet 
to see if their website was still there to find out anything 
about the Bowlmor’s history. The first thing to pop up was 
a stock photo of a man in a classic bowling shirt twisting 
his body urging the ball along the shining lane hoping for a 
strike. The letters embroidered on the back of his shirt 
said, “No More!”  No more Bowlmor indeed. 
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Mattapoisett Museum 

Annual Meeting 

Due to low attendance  

at the annual meeting,  

we will be issuing an annual report  

to members soon. 

Supporter 
David Anderson &  

Phoebe Girard 
David & Patricia Andrews 

Christopher & Trish Arnold 
Charles & Anne Bedser 

Gertrude Burr 
Laurel Jenney Carlson 

Donald & Penny Carlstrom 
Carole Clifford 

Tom & Wendy Copps 
William Coquillette 

Burton & Kate Corkum 
Arthur & Kathleen Damaskos 

Peter & Melissa Davies 
Sheldon Dean 

Charles & Judith DeMailly 
Daniel and Daneen Eilertsen 

John Eklund 
Jim & Mary Faughnan 

Christine Ferraro 
Julia Freedman 

Philip & Katherine Gaudet 
Bernard & Nancy Gauvin 

Colin Harding 
John Higgins, Jr. 

Ira & Barbara Hiller 
Mark & Nancy Keighley 
Arthur & Anne Layton 

Charles & Kathleen McGowan 
Phillip Mello & Sharon Sullivan 

Hilary Prouty &  
Travis Cosaboom 

James & Sandy Righter 
Benjamin & Louise Rogers 

Jen & Greg Russell 
Donna Sawyer 

Douglas & Linda Schneider 
Mary Schubert 

Deborah Smiley & Sam Ogle 
Ruth Souza 

Richard & Jeanne Toomey 
Thomas & Marcia Waldron 

Wayne Walega 
David & Margot Wizansky 

Donor 
Raymond & Janet Andrews 

Carol Atkinson 
Martha Babbitt 
Sarah Beardsley 

Nate Bekemeier & Penny Brewer 
John Bender 
Tina Binette 

Thomas Borges 
Raymond & Kathleen Briggs 

Kate & Todd Butler 
Frances Cairns 
Robert Coyne 

Kyle & Jessica Decicco-Carey 
John & Kathleen DeMello 

Ann DiDomenico & Ivan Miller 
Gail Dunn 

Deborah & Erik Dyson 
Susan & Alan Fine 
Katherine Genoff 
Nancy Griswold 

Patricia Harrington 
Robert Hauser 

Alison Henderson 
John & Lisa Hill 
Elizabeth Hill 
Julie Hoben 

Jacqueline Hughes 
The Rev. Philip Jacobs, III 
Robert & Barbara Ketchel 

Elizabeth Lafleur 
Leo & Kate LaMontagne 

Juli Mahoney 
Nancy Martin 

Thomas Mattheus 
June Mendell 

Seth & Alice Mendell 
Siew Mun & Paula Mui 

Margaret Olney 
William Osier 

Ken & Liz Ackerman 
Betty Parker 
Nancy Paull 

Felix Perez & Heather Leclair-Perez 
Calvin & Donnetta Perkins 

Katelyn Schwebach 
Anthony & Janice Spark 

Janice Spark 
Rev. Allen & Cynthia Tinkham 

Jim & Cindy Turse 
William Valatkevicz 

Joseph Vaughan 
Patricia Waugh 

Nancy York 
Gary & Dorelle Zahn 

Lemuel LeBaron Circle 
 

Mike Huguenin & Sharon Chown 
Ray Larson 

 
Minerva Sparrow Circle 

Karen Browning 
Christopher Demakis &  

Vince Cragin 
David & Jenn Kaiser 
Jill & Steve Sanford 

Richard Walker 

 
Francis Rowland Circle 

Laurie Bleickhardt 
James & Carol Dildine 

Helen Hiller Frink 
James & Laurie Kay 

Mattapoisett Woman's Club 
Jennifer & Andrew McIntire 

Susan McMahon 
Elise Mock 

Maureen O'Neill 
Donald & Genie Rice 

Tinkhamtown Chapel Association 
Maria Welter 

MATTAPOISETT 
MUSEUM ANNUAL 
APPEAL DONOR 

LIST  

2020 - 2021 



 

7 

                     Mattapoisett Museum 

Curator’s Corner 
By Jeffrey Miller 

 

The weather is finally nice, and things are starting to get back to normal here at the museum! After a 

challenging and awkward year, we’ve at long last reached the point where we can begin opening the museum 

to visitors and holding events. At the moment we are still only open by appointment, so please get in touch 

to schedule a visit – just reach out via Facebook or email to info@mattapoisettmuseum.org. 

As a primarily volunteer-driven organization, we are always looking for good help, so please let us know if 

you’re looking for ways to contribute. Lately, we’ve been fortunate to have the enthusiasm and energy of 

Jessica DeCicco-Carey, our volunteer social media manager, shop developer, and all-around doer-of-things. 

She has really amped up our online presence, done some great work designing new items for the gift shop, 

and is helping to organize visits and events. Thanks for all your hard work Jessica! 

You may have noticed that we have been doing some work on the Carriage House. This includes necessary 

repairs to the siding, as well as improvements to the HVAC system, which will hopefully improve the 

buildings climate control and ensure it lasts for year to come. This is a pretty large project, and in order to 

make this possible, we secured partial funding from the Massachusetts Cultural Council and the Richard and 

Ann J. Prouty Foundation. Unfortunately, as happens with these kinds of projects, we did uncover some 

rather extensive water damage to one corner of the building. This will significantly increase the cost, so if 

you are in a position to donate (mattapoisettmuseum.org/donate) to the project, every bit helps! 

Lastly, you may remember that I teased an exhibit in the last newsletter. Well, we have shifted directions 

since then, and we are now planning to premiere an open air exhibit this summer (don’t worry, Bosom 

Boards, Bibles, and Baubles is still in the works for next year.) See below for more info on “Mattapoisett 

Places Remembered!” 

 

 

 
 

 

Mattapoisett Places Remembered:  
An open-air exhibit 

“Mattapoisett Places Remembered” is a special outdoor 

exhibit opening in August. Come explore some of 

Mattapoisett’s unique locations through a series of 

interpretive panels featuring materials from our collection, 

including photos, postcards, and maps. Remember when 

the electric trolley came down Church Street? Or what the 

Town Hall looked like before a hurricane knocked down 

its tallest spire? What’s the deal with the Dexter Elm? This 

exhibit is entirely outdoors in the museum yard, so no 

admission or appointments are necessary. Come check it 

out! 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR EXHIBIT 

SPONSORS FOR MAKING THIS POSSIBLE! 

BENEFACTORS          

SUPPORTERS 

FRIENDS 

mailto:info@mattapoisettmuseum.org
mattapoisettmuseum.org/donate


Mattapoisett Museum 

Planned Giving 
 

Planned giving is a way to leave a lasting impact on the Mattapoisett Museum.  A planned gift is a charitable 

contribution that is arranged in the present and allocated at a future date.  Commonly donated through a will or 

trust, planned gifts are most often granted once the donor has passed away. 
 

A planned gift can: 

• Ensure your assets support a cause that is important to you, 

• Allow you to make a major impact without affecting your finances today, 

• Reduce the federal tax burden on your heirs, and 

• Preserve your ability to make changes in the future. 
 

Please consider including a charitable contribution to the Mattapoisett Museum in your will or estate plans, a 

thoughtful and proactive measure to help the museum realize its mission.  For over sixty years, donors have 

entrusted historical documents, photographs, and other artifacts to the museum.  Going forward, it is our job to 

share them, teach others about them, and preserve them for future generations. Your planned gift will provide 

the resources for our success.  
 

To learn more about making a planned gift, please consult your estate planner.  If you have already included the 

Mattapoisett Museum in your will or estate plans, please let us know.  We would be pleased to recognize you in 

our donor roster. 

Streets, Lanes, Ways and Roads of  Mattapoisett 
By Lisa Hill 

Abby 
Avenue A 
Baker 
Byrne 
Camanset 
Crystal Spring 
Daisy 
Dyar 
Eddy 
Evergreen 
Fairfield 
Freeman 
Gary 
Grove 
Hamlin 
Hunters 
Indian 
Island View 
Jackie 
Justin 
Kenneth 

d a e d c u n a k e t m d 

t l a f r a n c e v b y a 

b e e j u s t i n o a k l 

s i j i a l n e n r y b y 

n s a h f s e g e g f d k 

a l c e a r r l t t d r c 

r a k f g m i e h e b e a 

g n i r p s l a t s y r c 

a d e e d l e i f n y l y 

r v r e k a b y n a u s b 

e i k m i a r m r m i h b 

e e r a v e n u e a e a a 

l w i n d i a n d c g f n 
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        President 

Kyle DeCicco-Carey 
 

Vice President 

    Darcy Lee 
 

   Secretary 

Abigail Field 
 

         Treasurer 

Kathleen Damaskos 

Members at Large 

President Emeritus 

    Seth Mendell  

Director 

Jeffrey Miller 

Crow’s Nest Editor 

  Mary Beth Morse 

Jodi Bauer                        Anthony Days                        Jill Sanford                        Carole Clifford  
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Be informed about all 

upcoming museum 

events? 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

5 Church Street, Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

www.mattapoisettmuseum.org  

(508)758-2844 
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